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IN  THE WAKE  OF  THE  PEACE

IT is necessary to go back for a little in order to
take a glance at the condition in which Europe was
left by the Treaty of Vienna. That Treaty was
agreed upon by the representatives of the European
allies, and was already signed at the Congress of
Vienna on the gth of June, 1815. When the fall of
Napoleon took place the Allied Powers had therefore
little more to do than to proceed to put in action
the general principles which were laid -down by the
Treaty of Vienna and by some previous agreements,
and to settle the affairs of Europe according to their
own convenience and good pleasure. There were
other treaties and agreements also, which were found
necessary to apply in various countries, in order to
carry out the general arrangement But we may, for
the sake of clearness of expression, take it that the
Treaty of Vienna made the grand settlement of
European affairs after the fall of the French Empire.
The Continent lay then before the plenipotentiaries
of the great Powers like a corpse on the dissecting
table, to adopt an expressive phrase, which was used
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